Dr. Weiss will be remembered fondly by his legion of colleagues, residents, fellows, and students, and for his many academic contributions. It is noteworthy that his first publication was on the genetics of cancer cells because he won his battle with the disease by living with great dignity, good humor, and a consistent interest in the welfare of others. Dr. Weiss is survived by his wife Martha, his daughters Leslie, Diane, and Gail, his four grandchildren Alan, Eli, Michelle, and Elyssa, and by his two brothers, Howard and Ben.
November/December 1998 . Vol. Beth was involved on numerous levels in the National Society of Genetic Counselors (NSGC), serving on the editorial boards of the newsletter and the journal, chairing educational conferences and the Human Genome Project Subcommittee. She served as President of the NSGC in 1986 to 1987, at a point when the Society had just exceeded 600 members. Beth ushered in a new era by envisioning and developing the first Executive Director position of the NSGC, centralizing all NSGC operations in one office, and allowing the profession to expand in scope. In 1994, she was the first recipient of the Society's highest honor, the Natalie Weissberger Paul National Achievement Award.
Beth completed her 5-year term on the Board of Directors of the American Board of Genetic Counseling (ABGC) in December 1997. She was a member of the Accreditation Committee and served as vicepresident for 2 years. In addition to her responsibilities in program review and item writing for the certification examination, Beth was instrumental in the development of practice-based competencies for genetic counseling students. These competencies have been incorporated into the curricula of graduate programs and are a focus of the ABGC accreditation reviews. In May 1997, Beth presented an overview of the ABGC at a satellite meeting held in conjunction with the European Society of Hurnan Genetics conference in Italy. As a member of the American College of Medical Genetics' Joint Committee on Professional Practice and Guidelines, she helped to write and then to implement a New York State Department of Health grant to develop, disseminate, and evaluate two guidelines in medical genetics. In addition, Beth served on the Information and Education Committee of the American Society of Human Genetics and was a member of the NIH DOE Working Group on Ethical, Legal, and Social Implications of the Human Genome Project.
Beth was a dynamic speaker on a broad range of topics. She liked to present to groups unfamiliar with the genetic counseling process or profession. Recent highlights included presentations to the Society for Health and Human Values, the Association of Women's Health, Obstetric and Neonatal Nurses, the Institute for Jewish Medical Ethics, and the National Association of Women's Health Professionals.
It is deserving of special mention that Beth bravely became involved in cancer genetics counseling, program development, and policy-making at a point when it had become clear that she was dying of the dis---ease herself. She worked to develop the cancer geneticsprogram at the Robert H. Lurie Cancer Center at Northwestern and was a member of the Hereditary Susceptibility Working Group of the National Action Plan on Breast Cancer. Besides her talents in genetic counseling, research, teaching, and speaking, it is impossible to talk about Beth without trying to capture her incredible gift for friendship. She was able to make instant connections even with casual acquaintances and always kept track of the trials and tribulations of those she felt most passionate about. She could remember a family story that friends had told her years before! The same combination of intelligence and heart which made her an excellent genetics counselor, made her a wonderful friend. Beth's energy and spirit allowed her to pack, what seems in retrospect like a full allotment of life, into a few short decades. She will be terribly missed by her friends and colleagues in the genetics community. She is survived by her husband, Dan, and her boys, Joshua (age 11) and Aaron (age 8). (Contributions from Karen Greendale with thanks to Diane Baker, Bea Leopold, Ginny Corson, and Judy Schiffman.)
